LINK TRUNKING AND MEASURING LINK LATENCY
IN FIBRE CHANNEL FABRIC

5 ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

In a communication network system having a multi-switch Fibre Channel fabric, adjacent
switches are communicatively coupled together by a plurality of links. The links are selectively
determined to join a trunked group for enabling frames received at one switch to be routed over

10 the links in the trunked group to the adjacent switch in an evenly distributed manner. In one
embodiment, a link within the trunked group is coupled to a pair of ports residing on adjacent
switches each having a designated trunking master port. The traffic load at one switch is routed
through the trunking master port which distributes the load across multiple links and guarantees

that the load is received at the adjacent switch with “in-order” delivery.
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